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AGENDA

Welcome and Introductions

Assemblymember Isadore Hall, III, 64™ Assembly District
Members of the Committee
The Honorable Aja Brown, Mayor, City of Compton

I.

II.

I11.

Iv.

Civil Rights: California Overview
Brian Nelson, Special Assistant Attorney General, California Department of Justice
Robin S. Toma, Executive Director, Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission

Social Definitions of Race

Nolan Rollins, President and CEO, Los Angeles Urban League

Daniel Ichinose, Project Director, Demographic Research Project, Asian Americans
Advancing Justice, Los Angeles

Martha Gomez, Staff Attorney, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund
(MALDEF)

Cultural Relativism: Perception vs. Reality

Simran Kaur, Advocacy Manager, The Sikh Coalition
Haroon Manjlai, Public Affairs Manager, Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR)
Tony Hoang, Chief of Staff, Equality California (EQ CA)

Biographies

Public Comments

Closing Comments/Adjournment
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The following CSUDH Student Organizations have been invited to speak:
Asian Pacific Student Alliance

Black Student Union

Gay Straight Alliance

Latino Student Business Association

M.E.Ch.A

Sociology Club
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Katcho Achadjian
35™ Assembly District
Biography

Katcho Achadjian was sworn in for his second term on December 3, 2012 to represent
the 35™ Assembly District in the California Legislature, which includes the communities
of Arroyo Grande, Atascadero, Grover Beach, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Morro Bay, Paso
Robles, Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo, and Santa Maria.

In 1971, Katcho came to California to complete his education and pursue the American
Dream. He carried with him a distinctive work ethic instilled in him by his Armenian
parents in Lebanon — an ethic that has served him well in his roles as businessman,
community volunteer and legislator. On December 17, 1982, a day that serves as a
continuous source of pride for him, Katcho became a United States Citizen. Katcho
attended Cuesta Community College and graduated from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
with a degree in Business Administration. He and his wife Araxie were married in 1984
and they have a son, Hratch, and daughter, Nyri.

Prior to his election to the Legislature, Katcho served for three terms as an elected
member of the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors. Katcho served as Board
Chairman in 2001 and again in 2006. As a member of the Board of Supervisors, he
helped craft and secure passage of balanced and on-time budgets for 12 straight years
and built up significant budget reserves. As a county supervisor, Katcho fought hard to
protect taxpayers, property rights, and public safety, while holding down the cost of
government.

Throughout his career, Katcho has been a strong champion of protecting the region’s
abundant natural resources and pristine coastline. In 2006, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger appointed him to serve as a member of the California Coastal
Commission, charged with protecting the beauty of California’s coastline. He served as
a member of the Commission until his election to the Assembly in 2010.

Working hard to give our children the strong foundation they need to lead strong,
healthy lives, Katcho was the founding chairman of the San Luis Obispo County First 5
Commission. The Commission allocates funds and advocates for quality programs and
services that support children prenatal to age 5 and ensure that every child is healthy
and ready to learn in school.

In both his private and public service, Katcho has been a strong supporter of public
safety. He has served as a Charter Board member of the San Luis Obispo Law
Enforcement Assistance Foundation (SLO LEAF) since 2002, serving as Secretary in
2002 and Vice President from 2004 to 2010. He has been a member of the San Luis
Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory Council since 1989 serving as its Chairman from 1994
t01995.

Fighting hard for the Central Coast’s working families; Assemblyman Achadjian
currently serves as Chairman of the Assembly Local Government Committee, Vice-
Chair of the Accountability and Administrative Review Committee and is a member of
the Assembly Committees on Banking and Finance, Transportation, , and Joint
Legislative Audit.



lan Calderon
57™ Assembly District
Biography

lan Calderon was elected in November 2012 to represent California’'s 57th Assembly
District, which includes the cities of Industry, La Habra Heights, La Mirada, La Puente,
Norwalk, Santa Fe Springs, South El Monte, Whittier and the unincorporated
communities of Avocado Heights, and Hacienda Heights.

Prior to his election to the Assembly, Calderon worked for Hurley, a surf and sportswear
company. As manager of the marketing department, Calderon supervised market
surveys and research, and promoted company events.

In addition to his career in the private sector, Calderon also served as a field
representative for the State Assembly, which allowed him to assist residents in his
community with various issues. In this capacity, he was able to help constituents gain
better access to resources, and helping them understand how legislation would affect
them. Calderon’s interaction with residents of the 57th Assembly District solidified his
decision to run for the State Assembly as he had witnessed first-hand the need for new,
unique ideas in Sacramento.

Calderon, who grew up in the 57th Assembly District, comes from a family that has a
long commitment to public and community service. His commitment to public service
was inspired by his grandmother, Rita, who struggled and sacrificed to provide a better
life for her children and the community in which she lived.

Calderon graduated from California State University Long Beach where he earned a
degree in Political Science, providing him with knowledge of California’s political
landscape and an understanding of the State’s most critical issues.

Calderon, like his father Senator Charles Calderon, believes that if the California dream
is to be kept alive, the state needs leaders with new ideas and fresh perspectives who
see a California filled with promise and opportunity.

Calderon resides in Whittier.



Paul Fong
28™ Assembly District
Biography

Assemblymember Paul Fong (D-Cupertino) was elected in November 2008 to represent
the 22nd Assembly District. In November 2012, Assemblymember Fong was re-elected
to represent the newly drawn 28" Assembly District. The new district is located in the
southern Bay Area that includes Campbell, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno,
Saratoga, and the areas of Willow Glen, Cambrian, and Almaden Valley of San Jose.

Assemblymember Fong is Chair of the Asian and Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus
and a member of the Community College Caucus, the Democratic Caucus, the Animal
Protection Caucus, and the Environmental Caucus.

Prior to being elected to the State Assembly, Assemblymember Fong served on the
Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of Trustees and the Foothill-De
Anza Foundation Board of Directors, and served on the Board of the California
Community Colleges Trustees. Assemblymember Fong was also a political science
professor at Evergreen Valley College.

Assemblymember Fong is an activist for causes such as education, business, civil
rights, affordable housing, and the environment. He is a founding member of the Asian
Americans for Community Involvement, a Board Member for Sacred Heart Community
Services, and a Board Member for the Community Housing Developers.

As a lifelong educator dedicated to changing young lives through his passion for
education, Assemblymember Fong has authored legislation to increase student access
such as AB 2302, historic transfer reform for our higher education system and AB 970,
a landmark reform bill to the student fee process for the California State University and
University of California systems. For his commitment and leadership in education, he
has been awarded with the California Federation of Teacher’s Legislator of the Year
2012, University of California Student Association Legislator of the Year 2011, California
Community Colleges Board of Governors Legislator of the Year 2011, Faculty
Association of California Community Colleges Legislator of the Year Award 2011,
Campaign for College Opportunity Champion for College Opportunity Award 2010,
California State Student Association Legislator of the Year Award 2010.

Assemblymember Fong holds two degrees from San Jose State University; a B.A. in
Sociology and a M.P.A. Also, he holds a MAEd. from the University of San Francisco.
He and his wife, Grace, are owners of the Flower Cottage in Sunnyvale. Paul and Grace
have three children, Sean, Nicole and Sydney.



Jimmy Gomez
51° Assembly District
Biography

Jimmy Gomez was elected in November of 2012 to represent California’s 51st
Assembly District, which includes East Los Angeles and the neighborhoods of Glassell
Park, Lincoln Heights, Highland Park, EI Sereno, Echo Park, Cypress Park, Filipino
Town, Chinatown, Montecito Heights, El Pueblo, Eagle Rock, Elysian Valley, Mt.
Washington, Atwater Village, and Silver Lake.

Gomez was born and raised in Southern California and is the youngest of six children.
His parents and four of his siblings immigrated to California from Mexico in the early
1970s. They brought with them a strong sense of family and a strong work ethic. To
make ends meet, his mother and father often worked multiple jobs.

After graduating from high school, Jimmy found work where he could — at a fast-food
restaurant and a local superstore. But instead of working a 9am to 5pm schedule, he
worked from 5pm to 9am the next day. After several months of working both jobs, and
with the memory of his parents’ struggle to make ends meet...something just clicked!
He now clearly understood the need of a good job with benefits, and most importantly a
guality education.

With this newfound clarity, Jimmy enrolled in community college and ultimately
transferred to UCLA, where he graduated magna cum laude and received a BA in
Political Science with a minor in urban planning. Ten years after graduating from high
school, he earned a Master’s in Public Policy from Harvard University's John F.
Kennedy School of Government.

Gomez recognizes that his story today, although not unique, is a lot harder to achieve
and out of reach for far too many people because of the struggling economy and the
state budget deficit. He believes this is unacceptable and our families deserve better.

To help rebuild California, Gomez will fight to increase access to quality education and
good jobs by providing leadership based on working class values, pragmatic problem
solving skills and a dedication to the empowerment of individuals and communities.

As a Director for the United Nurses Associations of California, Gomez empowered
nurses to better advocate for their patients through the legislative process and
community service. He helped pass legislation to facilitate graduation of community
college nursing and allied health students, and established a partnership with a
community non-profit to promote healthy living for inner-city children.

GomeZz’s previous work experience includes the American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), the National League of Cities, the Democratic



National Committee, the office of former L.A. City Councilman Michael Feuer, and the
office of former Congresswoman Hilda Solis.

Gomez lives in Echo Park with his wife Mary, and dog Austin.



Rich Gordon
24™ Assembly District
Biography

Assemblyman Rich Gordon was first elected in November 2010 and represents the 24th
Assembly District on the San Francisco Peninsula in San Mateo and Santa Clara
Counties.

Assemblyman Gordon chairs the Assembly Committee on Rules, and is a member of
the following Assembly Committees: Business, Professions and Consumer Protection,
Budget, Local Government, Revenue & Taxation, and the Budget Subcommittee on
Resources and Transportation. He is currently Chair the Select Committee on Sea
Level Rise and the California Economy, in addition to chairing the Legislative LBGT
Caucus. Additionally, he is Co-Chair of the Bay Area Caucus and is a member of the
Environmental Caucus.

Assemblyman Gordon previously served for thirteen years on the San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors. As a County Supervisor, Gordon worked to achieve government
accountability by leading in the development of the County's outcome-based budgeting
and was instrumental in the formation of regional partnerships including the Housing
Endowment and Regional Trust. Gordon was actively involved in the creation of the
Children's Health Initiative, which guarantees health care coverage for children. In 2008,
Gordon served as President of the California State Association of Counties, which
represents all 58 counties.

Assemblyman Gordon also served as a member of the San Mateo County Board of
Education for five years. Prior to public service, he was a minister in the United
Methodist Church, and for twenty years he worked in the nonprofit sector where he was
the founder and Executive Director of Youth and Family Assistance.

As a legislator, Assemblyman Gordon has been committed to ending the gridlock in
Sacramento by trying to fix the dysfunction of the state's governing system and
structure, ensuring that California invests in the education of its children, maintaining the
state's position as a leader in environmental protection, and fighting for all of California's
residents having access to healthcare. He has seen personal success in Sacramento,
where in his first term, Assemblyman Gordon was among the most productive
legislators - having 26 of his 35 bills signed into law by the Governor.

Assemblyman Gordon is a fourth generation Californian - born and raised in San Mateo
County. He completed high school in Orange County, and graduated from the University
of Southern California. He has a Masters in Divinity from Garrett Theological Seminary
at Northwestern University. He resides in an unincorporated neighborhood in Menlo
Park with his husband, Dr. Dennis McShane. Assemblyman Gordon and Dr. McShane
have been in a committed relationship since 1982 and were married on August 16,
2008.



Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr.
59™ Assembly District
Biography

Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr. most recently, the Director of Asset Management for
the City of Los Angeles was elected in November 2012, to represent California's 59th
Assembly District. The entire district lies within the county of Los Angeles and includes
the communities of South Los Angeles, Florence-Firestone, Huntington Park and
Walnut Park.

His history of public service includes serving as Chair of the LA County Small Business
Commission, an Assistant Deputy Mayor for the City of Los Angeles and Vice President
of SEIU's (Local 721) Los Angeles Professional Managers Association.

The Jones-Sawyer family were early pioneers in the civil rights movement. His uncle
was one of the "Little Rock Nine"--high school students who braved violent mobs to
integrate Little Rock Central High School in 1957; one of the most important and
documented events in our nation's history.

Jones-Sawyer earned a Bachelor of Science in Public Administration from the
University of Southern California, and completed the prestigious Harvard University,
Kennedy School of Government program, for senior executives in state and local
government.

While serving as Assistant Deputy Mayor for the City of Los Angeles, Mr. Jones-Sawyer
transformed the bureaucratic quagmire of the city's permit development process into a
more "customer-friendly" agency that expedited the creation of the Magic Johnson
Theater empire and Staples Center Arena.

Jones-Sawyer also served as chair of the Baldwin Hills Conservancy, USC Black
Alumni, New Frontier Democratic Club and the Los Angeles Chapter of the American
Society for Public Administration. He is the divorced father of three; Reginald, Jr.,
Lauren and Evan.



Bonnie Lowenthal
70™ Assembly District
Biography

Bonnie Lowenthal is among the most experienced and seasoned members of the
Legislature. During her first two terms in the Assembly she helped deliver 18,000 good-
paying jobs and protected the employment rights of thousands of workers, while
standing up for children, seniors and the environment.

She brought to Sacramento decades of public service and a lifetime of experience. She
served two terms on the Long Beach Unified School Board, where she fought for full
inclusion, and helped Long Beach earn a national reputation as one of the country’s
best urban school districts. She also served two terms on the City Council, where she
made sure that the residents of her working-class district were as well represented at
City Hall as residents of the city’s wealthiest neighborhoods.

Bonnie Lowenthal brings her experience as a licensed mental health professional to her
work on the Assembly Health Committee, where she has been a dependable advocate
for patients and their caregivers alike.

Bonnie is a mother and a grandmother. She was born in New York state, the child of
immigrants who came to this country to escape religious persecution. She wants all
immigrants to find the opportunity her parents found.

She has authored laws that: protect coastal waters from invasive species; make it
easier for older adults to stay in their homes; encourage state workers to blow the
whistle on wrongdoing; and make it easier for school district to give kids a safe ride to
school. She also has written laws that bring additional federal funds to foster youth;
protect injured workers from unjust medical bills; and bring down the cost of prison
healthcare by millions of dollars a year.

She has been named Legislator of the Year by the California Assisted Living
Association, the Junior Leagues of California, the California Association of Marriage and
Family Therapists, the California Association of PACE Providers, and by the California
Chiropractic Association.

Her district includes the largest port complex in the nation, one of the most diverse
populations in the state, and the only inhabited island in California, Catalina.

Bonnie Lowenthal chairs the Assembly Committee on Transportation; the Legislative
Women’s Caucus; and the Select Committee on Ports. She also serves as the vice
chair of the Joint Committee on Emergency Management. She has been appointed as
a member of the Assembly Health, Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials, and
Accountability and Administrative Review Committees, as well as the Joint Legislative
Audit Committee.



Melissa Melendez
67" Assembly District
Biography

Melissa Melendez is a native of Youngstown, Ohio.

Melissa entered the United States Navy upon graduating high school. She attended the
Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California, where she became a fluent Russian
language speaker.

Melissa then became one of the first women approved by the U.S. Navy to fly aboard
EP-3 reconnaissance aircraft overseas, conducting reconnaissance and intelligence
gathering operations in partnership with our allies. She served her country with honor
and distinction as a Russian translator for ten years during the height of the Cold War,
and flew covert missions during Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm. While
serving in the Navy, she received numerous awards for her strategic acumen,
operational insight, professionalism and impeccable leadership skills.

While serving in the Navy full-time, Melissa also attended college full-time in the
evenings, and received her BA in History and Political Studies from Chaminade
University in Honolulu, Hawaii. After the Navy, Melissa took an academic advisory
position at Chaminade University for two years before deciding to begin her own
business. She then formed her own successful transcription company, contracting with
the Chief of Naval Operations, and providing services to the Secretary of the Navy as
well as other top-level Pentagon officials. Melissa attended the Murrieta Campus for the
University of Phoenix to earn her MBA in June of 2008.

In 2008 Melissa Melendez was elected to the Lake Elsinore City Council. She served
as Mayor Pro Tem as well as Mayor during her four years in local government.

Melissa has distinguished herself throughout the district by tackling some of the most
important issues of the day, like fighting for increased government transparency,
reducing taxes, and easing the burden on the business community. Melissa is also
known to be a tireless advocate for veterans and military families.

Melissa has five children with her husband of 15 years, Nico Melendez, who works for
the Department of Homeland Security. Nico is also a veteran of the U.S. Navy, having
served 10 years on active duty around the world as a journalist and public affairs officer.
He proudly continues to serve today in an active naval reserve unit.



V. Manuel Pérez
56™ Assembly District
Biography

Assemblymember V. Manuel Pérez serves as the Assistant Majority Floor Leader of the
California State Assembly. First elected in 2008 and now in his third term,
Assemblymember Pérez represents the 56" Assembly District, which comprises
eastern Riverside and Imperial counties.

During his first two terms in office, Manuel served as chair of the Assembly Committee
on Jobs, Economic Development, and the Economy and devoted much of his policy
focus to the state’s economic recovery, as well as a number of locally relevant issues.
His many legislative accomplishments include: the reinstatement of a loan guarantee
program to help small businesses; facilitating renewable energy development in the
desert region through streamlined permitting; promoting greater access to the state’s
Safe Routes to School program for more walkable and pedestrian friendly communities;
helping veterans avoid foreclosure by enabling them to refinance through the Cal Vet
home loan program; addressing the arsenic contamination of local wells in the East
Coachella Valley; helping to keep students in school by empowering administrators to
consider alternatives to suspension and expulsion for certain student offenses; and
supporting state investments that promote job creation in disadvantaged communities.

The son of immigrant farm workers, Assemblyman Pérez saw first-hand the barriers and
discrimination faced by his parents and community. This forged in him deeply held
convictions and compassion for the struggles of immigrants and other vulnerable groups
in our society. The Assemblyman has spent his professional life seeking to empower
underserved and under-represented communities. He has worked as a school teacher,
a youth advocate, and a community healthcare director. He is the co-founder of
ESPINO (Escuelas Si Pintas No), a coalition of Central Valley youth organizations
working to reduce the disproportionate incarceration rates of youth of color.

Born in Indio and raised in Coachella, Assemblyman Pérez grew up in a close-knit
family that taught him the value of hard work, determination, respect, and service to
others. He attended public schools, graduated from U.C. Riverside, and earned a
Master’s degree in Education from Harvard University. Before being elected to the
Assembly, he served on the Coachella Valley Unified School District Board.








