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❑ Establishes the OSFM Community Wildfire Preparedness and Mitigation Division

❑ Establishes the State Fire Marshal’s Wildfire Mitigation Advisory Committee to provide a 
public forum to solicit and consider public input on the Division

❑ On or before January 1, 2023, shall provide the Legislature with a report identifying known 
personnel and resource shortfalls in implementing the programs and activities of the 
Division

❑ Establishes the OSFM Community Wildfire Mitigation Assistance Program to coordinate 
regional and local efforts

❑ Establishes a statewide clearinghouse for use by state, regional, and local entities to 
provide a centralized source of data, information, tools, and other resources

❑ Replaces the Director with the State Fire Marshal in multiple fire prevention statutes

Community Wildfire Preparedness and Mitigation Division
AB 9 (2021) Wood 
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Hazard vs Risk

HAZARD

LIKELIHOOD OF
OCCURRENCE

EXPECTED FIRE
INTENSITY

Physical conditions (fuel, weather,  
topography, ember production) that create  
a likelihood and expected fire behavior, and  

generally don’t change much over time

RISK

ANTICIPATED
EXPOSURE

SUSCEPTIBILITY
TO DAMAGE

Potential damage a fire can cause under  
existing conditions, including any  

modifications such as fuel reduction  
projects, defensible space, and ignition  

resistant building materials, etc.

Source: Wildfire Risk to California Communities 2021, USFS and PYROLOGIX



Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ)

What are the Zones?

❑  The maps are required by law
❑ CCR 1280.0, PRC 4201-4204​

❑ CCR 1280.2, Gov Code 51178-51179​

❑  Maps Hazard not “RISK”

❑  Identify levels of fire hazard

❑ 3 levels (Moderate, High, & Very High)

 



Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ)

How the Zones are Determined

❑Developed using a science-based model that 
assigns a hazard score based on the factors that 
influence fire likelihood and fire behavior.

❑Factors:

✓ Fire history

✓ Vegetation

✓ Topography 

✓ Climate

✓ Ember production and movement



New Updates

✓Updated burn probabilities for wildland areas (inclusive of 2020 
fires)
✓ Updated fire environment footprints (urban/developed)
✓ Updated Vegetation density for urban areas
✓ Inclusion of slope in the urban zoning model
✓ Localized fire weather used in both wildland and urban models
✓ New firebrand production and transport model using discrete 
local wind vector distributions



Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ)

New Public Comment Period
Ends August 9, 2023

Statewide Change  

❑ 106,543 acres were reclassified (0.34%)

❑ Very High FHSZ down 67,096 acres

❑ 37,829 High

❑ 29,267 Moderate

❑ Effects 52 Counties

❑ Imperial, Kings, Glen, and Trinity Counties no change



Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ)



Fire Risk Reduction Community List

The board shall consider all of the following when developing the criteria for 
the list required under subdivision (a):

(1) Compliance with the board’s regulations, including minimum fire safety 
standards.

(2) Participation in the National Fire Protection Association’s “Firewise USA” 
or the National Wildfire Coordinating Group’s “Fire Adapted Communities” 
programs.

(3) Adoption of the board’s recommendations to improve the safety element 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 65302.5 of the Government Code.

(4) Recently developed or updated community wildfire protection plans.

(c) The board shall post the “Fire Risk Reduction Community” list on its 
internet website.

4290.1. 

Cities: 4

Counties: 3

Non-City/County Agencies: 
25





5 feet (1.5m) No Vegetation 

/ Flammable Items

Non-Combustible 

Fencing

Grass mowed

4 inches (10cm)

Limb branches 

up 6ft (2m)

30 feet (9m) 

No dead or dying 
vegetation

Remove leaves/debris 

from roof and gutter

Space trees and remove 

brush from under

Hardscaping 5ft 

(1.5m)



Deliverables



Why is 5 Feet so Important?



Home Hardening



California Wildfire Mitigation Program (CWMP)

Assembly Bill 38, (Wood, 2019) Fire safety: low-cost 
retrofits: regional capacity review: wildfire mitigation

Directed the Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) to 
enter into a joint powers agreement (JPA) with the 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 
to develop and administer a comprehensive wildfire 
mitigation program (CWMP). 

- Encourage cost-effective structure hardening 
and  retrofitting.

- Facilitate vegetation management, the creation 
and maintenance of defensible space, and other 
fuel modification activities.

- Offer financial assistance to those eligible under 
the program.



California Wildfire Mitigation Program

Program currently funded 75% through FEMA 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds; matched 
25% with state appropriated funds. 

Directed the JPA to develop criteria and a scoring 
methodology to prioritize financial assistance

Area and community vulnerability to wildfire 
The impact of future climate risk factors and community 
wildfire vulnerability assessments
Vulnerable Populations

Areas eligible for financial assistance under the 
CWMP

State responsibility areas located within any FHSZ
Local responsibility areas located within a very high fire 
hazard severity zone



CWMP Accomplishments

The program is currently in the 
demonstration phase, being piloted in 
three select areas:
     

Whitmore in Shasta County 
Dulzura in San Diego County 
Kelseyville-Riviera in Lake County 
* Tuolumne
* El Dorado
** Siskiyou – State only DSpace

The lessons learned during the 
demonstration phase will be used to 
refine the program before expanding 
to additional areas within  
demonstration counties, and 
ultimately, across the state. 



DeliverablesWhat is Home Hardening?



Deliverables



Deliverables



Deliverables



Wildfire Home Retrofit Guide & Low-Cost List



Scale of the Problem



Community-Wide Mitigation





Community-Wide Mitigation



Fuel Breaks







Coupled Approach

Hardening a home from wildfire is a coupled approach including defensible space and retrofitting.        
They MUST be done together to give a home the best chance of surviving a wildfire.

Defensible Space Home HardeningAND



Deliverables



Deliverables



Deliverables



Deliverables



Deliverables



Thank you!

frank.bigelow@fire.ca.gov https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/

mailto:Ffrank.bigelow@fire.ca.gov
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/
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