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Bio

● Former Mill Valley mayor, Marin Wildfire Prevention 
Authority founding board member 

● Former UCCE Wildfire Vegetation Mitigation Program 
Manager, County of Sonoma

● Strategic & technical advisor to DoD, insurance industry, 
utilities

● M.A. Security Studies, Naval Postgraduate School
● Thesis Research: Use of Visualization to Catalyze 

community Consensus Around Wildfire Vegetation Management



Local solutions supported by state & federal plans

● “...building California’s resilience to catastrophic 
wildfires means restoring the health of our forests and 
diverse landscapes across the state and strengthening 
wildfire preparation within our communities”

● “California’s diverse landscapes and communities require 
regionally tailored strategies and actions.”

● “...since landscapes at risk of wildfire cross multiple 
ownerships, we recognize the need for strong partnerships 
among federal, state, local and tribal entities and 
private organizations.”

Source: California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan, 2021 (p.5)

https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf


2023 Living With Fire Forest Conservation Conference



VM + NR Stakeholders Forum



Research: Using Technology to Build Community Consensus Around 
Wildfire Vegetation Management



Key Takeaways for Long-Term Resilience

1. Local knowledge is critical
2. Overcoming inaction > optimizing priorities
3. State agencies should support local solutions, not create 

barriers


